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Attendees: 

 Maddie Frick X Nikki Gorski X Gloria Morales  Patrick Perkins 
X Sally Raphel  Isabel Sans  Cynthia Santiago X Gabriele Segletes 
X Diane Traube X Denise Walsh  Jim Wilson X Deacon Chuck Hoppe 
 Deacon Carlos Morales  Deacon Jim Sullivan  Fr. Jaime Garcia X Martine Uveges 
The Meeting came to order at: 7:03pm 

Opening Prayer: Diane led everyone in the Pastoral Council Prayer 

Approval of Minutes: Denise motioned to approve the August minutes; Sally seconded; all approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

September Small Group Discussions: Unfortunately, due to misunderstandings and it being hard for 

people to get away early to meet prior to the monthly Pastoral Council meeting, none of the small 

groups met.  Diane suggested that the small group meetings have run their course and are no longer 

needed.  She hopes the Pastoral Council Retreat can be held in early 2022 and there can be interaction 

with the parish staff.  Nikki said in person interactions were missed with the Zoom meetings during the 

pandemic.  Now that meetings are being held in Kilduff Hall, council members can interact more easily. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discuss Possible Candidates for Council: Diane led a discussion regarding the Council open positions. 

Service (Selected Position) – Diane contacted Gail Grady, and she is unable to fill this position. 

- Council Position:  Diane met with Danny Cajigas recently, who shared that services are 

continuing, which is reassuring.  Individual volunteers are committed to continue.  Danny is 

overseeing Services at this point and can provide the Service statistics and reports to the Council 

twice a year in January and June.  If desired, Danny can be invited to any Council meeting.  

- Our Daily Bread: Kathy was driving casseroles to Baltimore City.  Our Daily Bread is a large, 

needed operation that many churches help support.  Danny would like to shift the focus to our 

local community, such as the Welcome One Homeless Shelter, the Sharing Table held at Prince 

of Peace (PoP), or Anna’s House.  He will propose to Fr. Jaime to have pans be picked up in the 

Narthex and be dropped off at the office.  Denise and Gabriele liked these ideas.  Nikki will speak 

with Danny about adding to the recipe a note to drop off the casseroles to the office.  Stouffer’s 

Frozen Lasagna dinners are still accepted.  Nikki will let Danny know that Harford Family House 

could benefit from these casseroles and suggested that the Council could present a list to Danny 

of groups that could benefit.   

Latino Community (Selected Position) – Diane said Liz Gonzalez was the representative for the Latino 

Community, which came about when our groups were more separate.  Diane asked for thoughts on 

whether this liaison position was still needed.  Gloria said we need to hear Fr. Jaime’s thoughts.  She 
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asked why the bulletin is not in Spanish; parts could be in English and in Spanish.  Gabriele liked this 

idea.  Deacon Chuck still sees a separation of the groups.  There may be a fiscal reason the bulletin is not 

in Spanish.  Deacons Chuck and Carlos are trying to bring the RCIA’s together.  More could be done to 

integrate the two groups.  The Archdiocese opts to have the 1pm Spanish Mass rebroadcast.  Deacon 

Chuck agreed that Diane should talk with Fr. Jaime about the Latino Community position.  Any 

replacement person should be bilingual. 

Two Appointed positions – Diane said anyone could be suggested to fill these positions, though Fr. Jaime 

would consider them and appoint people he chooses to the Council.  

Update on Pastorate: Deacon Chuck said we are waiting on a letter from the Archdiocese.  Fr. Joe 

Simmons, at Holy Spirit parish, which aligned with St. Stephens parish, announced his retirement.  Nikki 

wondered whether SFdS and PoP parishes would consolidate.  Deacon Chuck said two parishes will 

remain under a pastorate structure.  Diane said an announcement is needed for the parishioners, since 

many have not heard the word “pastorate” and do not know what it means.  Deacon Chuck noted there 

was anxiety when the idea of a pastorate emerged, though people are more comfortable now.  Mass 

times have changed, and only one Music Director is being sought between the two parishes.  Deacon 

Chuck agrees that new and old parishioners will want to know that there will still be two parishes.   

Disclosure of Conflict of Interest: Diane passed out the Archdiocese Potential Conflicts of Interest form 

that all Council members need to sign and return to the office.  Martine will email the form to all Council 

members.  Anyone who did not sign and return their form to Diane after the meeting should sign and 

return their form to the office by the October Council meeting.   

Good of the Council:  

- PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) – Diane shared that the second PPP loan was also forgiven. 

- SFdS Budget – Diane said the parish budget is prepared. The Council will review in Oct. 

- Bingo Update – Diane attended the bingo on August 20th.  The room was packed, and over 

$2,000 was made.  The Bingo Committee said they would run three bingos and then meet to 

review.  The big hurdle is there are fewer volunteers.   

- Ministry Fair – Diane relayed from Patrick that the Liturgy Committee will have a Ministry Fair 

after Masses on Sept 25th and 26th.  They are especially looking for altar servers and ushers.  

Perhaps there could be a list of other ministries where people could indicate their interest. 

- Social Events – Diane wondered whether the donut social could start again with the Pastoral 

Council sponsoring the one in December.  Deacon Chuck says Fr. Jamie wants to get back to 

normal and remove the blue tape and have an offertory procession.  Nikki said service projects 

have been virtual for over a year, and the youth are chomping at the bit to be able to get 

together.  Denise asked if we have bagels, and Diane said we used to.  Nikki said we no longer 

get a discount.  Deacon Chuck said they are looking at doing Christmas Around St. Francis.  Fr. 

Jaime wants it to go beyond SFdS and include other parishes.  Diane will discuss with Fr. Jaime. 
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- Sacristans – Diane relayed from Patrick that they have 5 young women as Sacristans.  There was 

an issue with the microphones not being turned on at Mass this past weekend; Patrick was 

made aware, and it was suggested a key to the tech room be kept somewhere in the sacristy. 

- Mass Times – Denise shared that a lady with her husband and 3 children came late to the 10:30a 

Mass and asked why Mass had started already.  She said the web listed Mass was at 11a.  Since 

the SFdS web site has the correct Mass times, it was found that MassTimes.org still has the old 

Mass times.  Nikki will look into whom to contact, and then ask Linda Midwig, the new Executive 

Assistant, to fix MassTimes.org. 

- Labyrinth – Denise shared that this same lady was surprised to see our labyrinth; she said it was 

voodoo, witchcraft.  Denise said Sue Pfarr explained the labyrinth was installed as an Eagle 

project.  Nikki said we should have a sheet about the labyrinth available in the Narthex.  Deacon 

Chuck found on catholicexchange.com that labyrinths are OK.  It goes to the intention of the 

labyrinth. 

Youth Ministry Update: Martine read the NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) update provided 

by Maddie. Eight youth and four adults plan to fly on Nov 17th from BWI to Indianapolis to attend the 

NCYC, and they return the morning of Nov 21st.  They will enjoy 3 days of worship, workshops, music, 

and faith-filled fun, ending with a closing Mass on Sat night where 12,000 people will enjoy Holy 

Communion together.  The youth need ~$12,000 to travel to Indianapolis and have started the 

fundraising by selling World’s Finest Chocolate Bars, Plaza Mexico Gift Cards, Panera Bread Coupons, 

Dinner Bingo Tickets, and collecting donations.  Each youth who is traveling to Indy will speak before 

Masses explaining who they are and why they wish to travel to NCYC.  Nikki added that the NCYC is a 

transformational experience for all those who attend; some come back with a different understanding.  

Diane Lewis brings back pieces that can be shared with the other youth. 

Little Sisters of the Poor: Denise shared that Jim and Suzanne Wilson donated $2,500 to the Little 

Systems of the Poor.  The Ladies Knights of Columbus invite parishioners to walk in the Nun Run to 

support the Little Sisters on the grounds of SFdS on Sat, Sept 11 from 8-11a. 

Executive Assistant: Diane announced that Linda Midwig replaced Liz; she has picked up things quickly. 

Music Director: Diane said no Music Director is in place yet. 

Meeting Adjourned by Diane at 8:12pm  

CLOSING PRAYER: Deacon Chuck said a closing prayer in thanks for a spirit-filled meeting, led everyone 

in saying the Hail Mary, and gave everyone his blessing. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Martine Uveges, Secretary 


