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Attendees: 

Jim Wilson X Herman Bush X William Countess X Eleanor Fisher  
Nikki Gorski X Iris Hernandez X Alice Long X Patrick Perkins X 
Larry Shannahan X Ray Traube X Deacon Jim Sullivan  Fr. Jack Ward  
Fr. Jaime Garcia  Martine Uveges X William Bankert    
 

The Meeting came to order at: 7:08pm 

Opening Prayer: Our Father led by Jim Wilson 

Approval of Minutes: Ray motioned to approve the September meeting minutes; Larry seconded. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Donut Sundays:  

- Dec 2 - Jim Wilson reminded the group that the Parish Council sponsors Donut Sunday on Dec 2 

in Kilduff Hall after the 7:30a Mass until 1p.  Nikki will take the lead and talk with Rebecca 

Harper regarding the standing donut order from Wegmans and coordinate setting up the coffee 

and tea.  Patrick suggested letting the greeters know to mention donuts in Kilduff Hall and 

having a Parish Council member in the Narthex after Masses to encourage people to go to 

Kilduff Hall.  This Donut Sunday is an opportunity to remind people to attend the Christmas 

Around St Francis de Sales later that evening and to talk to people about running for election to 

the Parish Council in February. 

- Donut Holes - Herman has been purchasing donut holes for after the 4 Sunday Masses, and 

parishioners are staying longer after Masses.  Larry suggested that the innermost half of chairs 

be removed from the Narthex and high tables be set up; Herman will talk with Fr. Jack about 

when this can happen.  Larry let the council know that a new big coffee pot was purchased and 

suggested that it be setup in the Narthex.  Herman reported that Fr. Jack and Deacon Jim are 

concerned about safety with hot coffee in the Narthex.  Jim W said the goal is more 

communication, and the donut holes are fostering this.  He suggested that the chairs and tables 

be rearranged next and evaluated, and coffee can be discussed later.  

5 Year Plan: Jim Wilson walked through the draft 5-Year Plan for the 7 ministries of the parish.  The 

planning items are to be a few major strategic areas of focus for the ministry.  There are columns to be 

able to note particular resources, such as human resources, money, space, and community / growth, 

that are needed to address the planning item.  Each planning item can be given a priority within each 

ministry to help the Council and staff understand which planning items should be addressed first.  The 

names in the Notes column were reviewed to identify and confirm who should be the leader or sponsor 

for filling in the plan for each ministry.  The names for each ministry are: Larry for Connections; Iris and 

Fr. Jaime for Latino Community; Herman, Patrick, and Fr. Jaime for Liturgy; Nikki, Diane Lewis, Angie 
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Rebbert, and Eleanor for Faith Formation / Youth; Bill, Deacon Jim, Carolyn Webster, and Patty Smith for 

Service; Jim W, Deacon Jim, Susan Pfarr, and Lee Eder for Stewardship / Facilities; and Ray and Deacon 

Jim for Parish Life.  These people should work with others in their ministry to develop their plan and 

provide it to the Council by the November meeting.  The Council Executive Committee will review each 

ministry’s plan and pull them together for continuity and consistency.  The full plan will be brought back 

to the Council at the January meeting for final review.  

Pastoral Council Retreat: The date for the retreat is Feb 23, 2019.  The retreat will walk through the 5 

Year Plan with the staff including what resources are needed.  The March meeting will confirm the plan 

for the next 5 years.   

Elections: Ray Traube noted that due to extended Pastoral Council terms during the change in pastors, 4 

of the 5 elected positions will be up for election in Feb 2019.  Since there should be only 2 new elected 

members at each election, Ray motioned that Patrick and Martine extend their terms one more year; 

Patrick and Martine agreed, and Herman seconded the motion.  All approved, and the motion passed.  

Bill Countess and Ray will chair the Elections Committee.  Bill will send a write-up to Rebecca for the 

bulletin and to Deacon Jim for the announcements at the end of Mass.  The Elections Committee can 

run from the end of Nov 2018 to Jan 2019.  Elections will be the first week in February 2019.  

Maryland Catholic Conference: Ray reminded the Council that a person is needed for the legislative 

aspect of the State of Maryland and the Maryland Catholic Conference, such as the Physician Assisted 

Suicide bill.  This person would need to attend some sessions in Annapolis and could even be someone 

not on the Council.   

TV in the Narthex:  Nikki raised the question of how to obtain content and who will enter the 

information on the TVs.  She noted that information for the youth rotates on a TV in the Religious 

Education building; she will ask Diane Lewis how that is done.  Jim W suggested bulletin information and 

Patrick suggested pulpit announcements should be in the rolling display on the Narthex TVs.  Rebecca 

knows about information to be shared with the parish; perhaps she should enter the information for the 

Narthex TVs.  Rob Hardy should know where the information is electronically stored.  Patrick asked who 

will monitor and review what is displayed.  Since information for announcements are emailed currently 

to Rebecca and Deacon Jim for review, Nikki will follow up with them about the process to follow for 

information on the Narthex TVs. 

Council Corner: Jim W learned that there was no reason why the Council Corner in the bulletin stopped.  

Ray shared that Rob Hardy previously wrote it, and he just stopped doing it.  Jim W reminded us that Iris 

shared that previously the Council members discussed at the end of the Council meeting what topic to 

announce.  It could be helping at bingo or money needed for building repairs.  This will become a 

standing Council agenda topic.  
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MINISTRY REPORTS: 

Connections: No report  

Faith Formation: Nikki Gorski reported (see report attached): 

- Confirmation – There are 36 candidates in year 1 and 44 candidates in year 2. 

- Year 1 (9th graders) will have a Fall Religion and Culture class and Spring Science and Religion 

class.  Danny Cajigas and Bill Merlock are developing a choice of two Year 2 (10th graders) 

classes: Social Issues on Sundays or Conscience on Mondays in the Fall, and World Religions on 

Sundays and Bio-ethics on Mondays in the Spring. 

Latino Community: No report 

Liturgy: Herman Bush reported: 

- Herman reported that we are short on greeters and ushers, and Bill C said the 7:30a Mass is 

short on altar servers.  Patrick noted that previous attempts to have people sign up for a 

schedule have not worked.  Nikki said Angie Rebbert owns the scheduling, and Ray said Fr. Jaime 

is ultimately responsible for coverage.  Herman will talk with Angie about scheduling after the 

11a Mass. 

Parish Life: Larry Shannahan reported: 

- Bingo – People continue to be needed to help work Bingo.  Larry said help is especially needed 

Fri, Oct 26, since Mike Georgulas is unavailable due to his second job, and a caller is needed, 

since Richard Wolf may need to be with his ill wife.  A kitchen lead is needed.  Alice wondered if 

high school children can help; they cannot.  Iris, who had been a big help at the last bingo, 

suggested that people be trained; Larry will train Iris.  Suzanne Wilson will be covering the 4th 

Friday Bingo.  Larry said the main problem is he never knows who is coming to help.  Can Sign 

Up Genius be used to establish a schedule?  

- Nov 10-18 – The KofC will sponsor a 9-day Novena for Life 

- Dec 9 – Youth Christmas Party or Breakfast with Santa. 

Service: Bill Countess reported for September activities (see report attached): 

- Our Daily Bread - 75 casseroles delivered Sun, Oct 14 

- Outreach: 151 clients assisted, 165 food bags provided, 50 families financially assisted 

- Let’s Do Lunch – 50 lunches distributed in September 

- Funeral Lunch Committee: All went well with the luncheon held on September 29 at the 

alternate site of Joppa Magnolia Fire Dept. 

Stewardship: No report 
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Youth: Nikki Gorski reported (see report attached): 

- Oct 7 – The Youth Ensemble played with the Children’s Choir at the 11a Mass 

- Oct 19 – Holy Hour – Fri, at 7p – attendance was good, though there were not many high school 

youth.  The thought is that the church scandal is not as critical to youth as it is to young adults / 

adults.    

- Oct 27 – Trunk-or-Treat – If it is raining, the trunk or treat and costume parade will be canceled, 

though the Haunted Hallway, Campfire Stories, Boo Barn, and Kreepy Kilduff will occur. 

- Dec 2 – Christmas Around SFdS: A Journey to the Inn – at 7p, all choirs will participate.  This 

family oriented event will have a reception with food and drinks in Kilduff Hall. 

- 2018 BCYC (Baltimore Catholic Youth Conference) was canceled due to low attendance.  The 

first event had 800-900 in attendance; the most recent event had ~450 people.  The $2,700 

profit from the Dinner Bingo on Friday, Oct 5th, will be used for a youth retreat instead.  Ray 

asked if our SFdS Youth Group has dwindled.  Nikki explained that attendance at meetings 

fluctuates due to other commitments and that youth typically ‘meet’ on their smartphones.  The 

youth from all 3 parishes are engaged and show up when needed; they are now event oriented.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Alpha Program: Patrick shared that attendance is down from the Christ Life program (from ~80 to ~50 

people) for the 7 Alpha program sessions being held at Prince of Peace.  There will be a 5-week program 

at SFdS during Lent in Spring 2019.  Patrick will talk with Fr. Jaime about the next program to keep 

prayer part of the Parish life. 

3-Parish Pastorate: Larry asked whether the Pastorate has been established yet.  Jim W noted that all 3 

parishes are working well together.  Nikki and Larry said the main concern is when the Mass times will 

be changing.  The Archbishop has not made an announcement yet. 

CLOSING PRAYER: Jim Wilson led the closing prayer. 

Meeting Adjourned by Jim Wilson at 8:45pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Martine Uveges, Secretary 


