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Children's Leaflet
Have on hand copies of the Children's
Leaflet for this Sundag. Distribute
copies either at the start of the session
or before the children return to the
assemblg.
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From heaven the Lono looks down and observes the children of
Adam, From his dwelling place he surveus all who dwell on earth.
The One who fashioned together their hearts is the One who
knows all their works. (Psalm 33:13-15)

Scripture Background
Todag's Gospel speaks of a time when Jesus literallg had to
break up a fight that had erupted among his apostles. At issue

was the overreaching ambition of James and John, which upset
the others most likelg because theg had ambitions of their own.
Note, however, that Jesus does not fault angone for desiring
greatness. instead of condemning the apostles for their desires,

he simplg commands them to rethink their wag of attaining
greatness: "If gou want to be great, gou must be the servant of
all the others" (Mark 10:43). What insight into human nature he

showed, how wiselg he counseled the men-and what a world
this would beif ollits inhabitants were constantlg trging to
outdo each other in helpfulness!

Jesus understood people. He knew what made them tick-

Having Soals, especiallg huge ones, is not onlg normal but
useful. The bigger our goals, the better we become in trging to
reach them.

Tradition tells us that James and John took to heart the
lesson of todag's Gospel. James became the first of the Twelve

to be martgred for his faith. A grandson of Herod the Great
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Hebrews 4:L4-L6
Psalm 33:4-5,20 b 22

Mark 10:35-45
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In the worship area, on a table draped

with a green cloth, place:

F a Lectionary
b a battery-operated candle

e a plant or flowers
* a box of prepared envelopes

Su$$ested Music 1\
See page 62 for more information.

Gathering: "This Little Light of
Mine" (Seeds CD-1, Track #1 1) or"The
Beatitudes" (Pro mise & Good News CD-2,

Track #1 7)

Gospel Acclamation: "Gospel

Acclamation; Alleluia" (Promise & Good

News CD-2,Track#24)



had him beheaded in Jerusalem in ca. ao 44.while
the memories of Jesus'bloodg crucifixion still
remained fresh in the minds of all. He did not
shrink from giving up his own life "to rescue manu
people" (Mark 10:45) for the sake of the Gospel.
And John, for his part, endured what is sometimes
called a white martgrdom. Over the course of a
long lifetime, he embraced countless difficulties in
the service of Chrisl imprisonment, persecution in
his homeland, foreign exile, and theological turmoil
within the earlg Church.It is believed he died of
old age in the citg of Ephesus sometime around
ao L00.

This is not a bad record for two brothers with
a grand ambition and a humble willingness to
learn from their master.

Chi ldre*l's Ssnnsc*isns
Ang game with an element of suspense in
it delights children. For instance, theg love
drawing wrapped or concealed items from a
bag and finding out what's inside them. Here
is a suggestion for a game to be used after the
opening song of todag's liturgg. It creates a
bridge from the opening song (which the group's
kinesthetic and auditorg learners will like) to the
theme of todag's liturgg.

In a basket or box place sealed envelopes,
each containing a paper slip on which each of the
following phrases is written:
* a slave master or a slave?* a movie star or an ullg old witch?r a diamond collector or a trash collector?* first ladg or a bag ladg?

" a deep-sea diver or a fish monger?r a silver polisher or a toilet cleaner?
" a billionaire or a beggar?
r a muscleman or a skinng weakling?* a pop singer or a pop bottle?

To begin the Same, show the children the
envelopes gou prepared and announce that each
one contains a question that begins, "What would
gou rather be?" In whatever order gou decide,
let the children come forward one bg one and
choose an envelope. With great flourish, open the
envelope and ask the child the question inside it.
Be prepared to explain ang term that might be
unfamiliar to the children, and allow for laughter
if a bog draws a question appropriate for a girl

and vice-versa; that will be part of the fun of the
game. Instead of answering the question, let the
child choose someone of the opposite gender to
answer it instead.

Tilre tfu ilildrsil'il's Les#fisfr
The leaflet for this week helps the children learn
Jesus'teaching about true greatness through a
summarg of the Gospel, prager, and a creative
activitg.

You mag distribute the leaflet now, for use
durint the session, or before the children return
to the assemblg. If gou distribute the leaflet now
and time permits, Uou mau wish to read with the
children the summarg of the Gospel in ,.The Word
of God This Week" after gou have read the Gospel.
Point out the artwork and ask the children what is
happening in the picture.

James and John: Fast Facts
. The two men assisted their father,

Zebedee, in his fishing business on the
Sea of Galilee.

. Zebedee was prosperous enough ajso to
hire help for his business.

r Jesus nicknamed James and John the
"sons of thunder," probably in reference
to their fiery take-charge temperaments.

. James's death is noted in Acts 12.

. John survived King Herod Agrippa I's
persecution, although he, too, was living
and preaching in Jerusalem at the time.

. /ohn also lived through the persecutions
of two Roman emperors-Nero and
Domitian-probably because he always
stayed far away from Rome.

. The nature of his preaching survives
in the Gospel and epistles ofJohn, which
emphasize God's mercy and the virtue
of Christian charity.

. Scholars dispute the authorship
of Revelation because its theology is
markedly different from that found in
other books attributed to John.
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Leaflet Activitg
In this week's activitg, the children will learn how
Jesus wants them to behave as servants to others,
and how that compares the goals theg mag have
for themselves. For uour convenience. the solution
is reproduced here.
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Then prog:

Loving God, we all have our own ideas about what
we need to be happg. Even the Apostles had their
ideas. Todag, please give us the ears to hear and
the hearts to understand what Jesus tells James
and John in todag's Gospel. This we ask through
Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Invite the children to be seoted. Light the candle
ond begin the First Reoding.

First Reading
Leader: During his lifetime on earth, Jesus often
made difficult choices. If God the Father wanted
him to be a slave and serve others, that was what
he did. Howeveq in todag's First Reading, the
author reminds us that Jesus wos sometimes
tempted to disobeg his Father. That's whg he
understands us when we commit sin, even though
he doesn't like it.
Read Hebrews 4:14-16. Then sau. "The word of the
Lord."

Children: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
The psalm mag be either sung or spoken. Before
beginning the psalm, sing or announce the
response.

Leader: Lord, let Uour mercg be on us, as we place
our trust in gou.

Children: Lord, let Uour mercg be on us, as we
place our trust In gou.

Leader: Read Psolm 33:4-5.20.22.

Gospel Acclamation
Invite the children to stand. Sing the suggested
Acclamation or another familiar one.If gou
choose not to sing the Acclamation, proceed to
the proclamation of the Gospel.

Proclaim the Gospel
Leader: James and John understood that one
dag God would make Jesus King of Heaven and
earth, and when that happened, theg wanted to
be the two most important people in the kingdom.
And what do gou suppose Jesus thought of that?
Listen to todag's Gospel, and gou'll find out.
The Lord be with gou.
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Gathering
Invite the children to join gou in singing "If You're
Happg and You Know It" while performing each
action that accompanies the song (clapping hands,
etc.)

When the song is finished, invite the children
to be seated. Comment that being a kid can be lots
of fun, but eventuallg everg kid grows up. Have
theg thought about what theg will be when theg
grow up?

Then tell them gou are going to plag a little
game called "What Would You Rather Be?"
When Uou are finished with the game, ask these
questions:
p Which answer usuallg was chosen, the first one

or the second one? Whg?
* If the bog Jesus had joined us in plaging this

game, do gou think he would have made
the same choices gou did? Whg or whg not?

Tell the children that todag's Gospel tells us
how Jesus would have answered the ouestion
about being a slave master or a slave. Then ask
them to bow their heads for the opening praUer.

Collect
Leaden Invite the children to bow their heods.
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Children: And with gour Spirit.
Leader: A reading from the Gospel of Mark.
Children: f Glorg to gou, O Lord.

Leader: Reod Mark L0:35-45. Then sog,
"The Gospel of the Lord."

Children: Praise to uou, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homilg
Build a homilg on the following ideas and
questions:
1. When James and John wanted to sit beside

Jesus in God's Kingdom, it simplg meant theg
wanted the highest places of honor in the
kingdom-what we might call "the best seats in
the house."

2. When Jesus said theg didn't know what theg
were asking for, he understood that treat honor
comes at a great price. He wondered, were theg
readg to pag that price?
* To drink the same cup he would drink meant

suffering as he would suffer. People of his
time spoke of suffering as a cup to drink.

n To be baptized as he would be baptized also
meant suffering. People of his time spoke of
suffering as a kind of baptism.

3. Nothing Jesus said made them take back their
request, though. And what about the other
Apostles?
> How did theg react when theg heard about

James and John's request? (Theg got angrg.)
p What does this show about them? (Theg

were jealous; theg probablg wanted places of
honor in the kingdom, too.)

4. Jesus then said that if we want honor. we must
be willing to pag the price for it.
e And what is the price of honor in God's

Kingdom? "If gou want to be great, gou must
be the servant of all the others" (Mark 10:43).

p If gou go home todag and trg to be a servant
of all the others in gour familg, what are some
things gou might do?

5. So remember what Jesus said.If gou want to be
great somedag, use everu dag to be as obedient
and helpfulas gou can be. God bless gou.

Profession of Faith
Leader: Please stand for the Profession of Faith
and respond to each question, "I believe." Do gou
believe in God the Father, mightg and merciful,
who deserves our love and praise?

Children: I believe.

Leaden Do gou believe in Jesus Christ, God's onlg
Son, who was sent to rescue us from sin?
Children: I believe.

Leader: Do gou believe in God the Holg Spirit, Lord
and giver of life, who helps us live as Jesus lived?
Children: I believe.

Prager of the Faithful
Leader: In todag's Gospel, Jesus told us to
help and serve others. We can help through
our pragers for all the people of the world. Our
response to each petition will be, "Hear us, O Lord."

Children: Hear us, O Lord.

Leader: For our Holg Father, the pope, all bishops,
priests and leaders of the Church, that theg will be
true servant-leaders, let us prag to the Lord.

Children: Hear us, O Lord.

Leader: That leaders of all the world's countries
will put their people first, let us prag to the Lord.
Children: Hear us, O Lord.

Leader: That we, too, will learn to put others first.
Let us prag to the Lord.

Children: Hear us,0 Lord.

Leader: Invite the children to prog their own
petitions. Then prog:
Let us prag. Eternal God and Father, gour Son,
Jesus, told us we need to make ourselves small if
we want to be great. We need to serve others if we
want to be honored in gour kingdom. Through the
example of Jesus and the power of the Holg Spirit,
help us everu dag to become better and better
servants. This we ask through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Return to Assemblg
The Liturgg of the Word ends with the Prager of
the Faithful. Prepare the children to return to the
assemblg in a respectful manner. If gou haven't
alreadg done so, distribute the leaflets. Remind
the chlldren to take the leaflets home and share
them with their families.
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