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Liturgy of the Word with Children

Preparation
Children's Leaflet
Have on hand copies of the Children's
Leaflet for this Sundag. Distribute
cooies either at the start of the session
or before the children return to the
assemblg.

Prepare rnrith Frayer
How lovelg gour dwelling, 0 Lono of hostsl Mg soul gearns and
pines for the courts of the Loao. Mg heart and flesh crg out
for the living God. As the sparrow finds a home and the swallow
a nest to settle her goung, Mg home is bg gour altars,
Lono of hosts, mg king and mg God! (Psalm s 84.2-4)

Scripture Background
The prophet Micah, who lived in the eighth centurg ac, is
credited with inspiring some of the reforms of King Hezekiah.
Micah was a simple rural man like the prophet Amos and-also
like Amos-a champion of socialjustice. Micah's prophecies,
however, do not applU solelg to the moral and religious abuses
of his own time and place.

Centuries after his death, New Testament writers
understood the passage used in todag's First Reading to be
a prophecg about the future coming of Jesus, the Messiah.
(Consider, for example, the words of Matthew 2:5-6, in which
Temple scholars quote Micah to answer Herod's question about
where the Messiah is to be born.) Modern scholars who have
carefullg analgzed Micah's language sag his meaning was not
necessarilg that Bethlehem would be the birthplace of the
Messiah but that the Messiah would be able to trace his lineaSe
back to Bethlehem. Both Maru and Joseph had ancestral ties to
the town.

December 23,2O18
Fourth Sunday of Advent

orr*

f"f iiafr 5:1-3
Psalm 80:1acd ef , 2c,14-15ab

Luke L:39-45

In the worship area, on a table draped

with a violet cloth, place:

> a Lectionary
> a battery-operated candle
> the collection of prepared items
> a CD and CD player ready for the

entrance hymn
From catalogs and magazines, cut out
pictures of items that children would
enjoy owning. Also cut out a picture of
the Baby Jesus, perhaps from a greeting
card. Put each picture into a different
envelope, bag, or box according to a
definite pattern: put the biggest, most
desirable items in the littlest, least
attractive containers, and vice-versa.
Thus, the picture of Jesus should be in
the smallest, least attractive container of
all. Prepare a container for each child you
think will be present for today's liturgy.

Su$$ested Music 
"ASee page 62 for more information.

Gathering: "Mary, You Said Yes to God"
(Seeds CD-2, Track #24) or "Mary, Our
Mother" (Prom ise & Good News CD-2,
Track #1 1 )

Gospel Acclamation:'Alleluia"
(Promise & Good News CD-2,Track#24))
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In todag's Gospel, the babe's leap for jog
in Elizabeth's womb is rich in Old Testament
sgmbolism, according to Carroll Stuhlmueller, Cp.

It is like King David's jogful dance before the Ark
of the Covenant in 2 Samuel 6:11-15. It is like the
prophecg about lame people suddenlg leaping
around like deer in God's Kingdom (Isaiah 35:6).
It is like the description of mountains and hills
gleefullg skipping like goats when the Lord comes
(Psalm 114:6). All of these images paint a picture
of a world dgnamicallg changed bg the arrival of
the saving Lord.

Childrsn'$ Connections
"We're expecting our second child soon," wrote
an anxious parent to an online advice columnist.
"How can we best respond to our five-gear-old's
questions about how the babg got there, inside
me?" Lisa Kainan, MA, responded bg saging
that it is best to let children's present level of
understanding guide ang discussion. It's not
necessarg to tell them more than theg need to
know for their age level and delree of curiositg.
An eight-gear-old will probablg have more
questions than a five-gear-old, but at ang age,
Kainan advised, "It's important not to inundate
a child with incomprehensible facts or to make a

child feel stupid or foolish because she looks at
reproduction in a fancifulwag."

Todag's Gospel focuses on a meeting between
two expectant women, Marg and Elizabeth. The
Gospel might not make much sense to children
unless theg have a rudimentarg understanding
of where babies come from. but don't think
gou, as a liturgical minister, need to assume a
parent's duties just to conduct a discussion of
todag's Gospel. Especiallg with children of mixed
ages, a "once over, lightlU" approach will suffice,
which question number one in the homilg should
provide. All that the children need to know is that
babies are special gifts from God that grow inside
their mothers.

The Children's Leaflet
The leaflet for this week helps children learn
about being fair and just, through a summarg of
the Gospel, praUer, and a creative activitg.

If gou distribute the leaflet now and time
permits, Uou maU wish to read with the children
the summarg of the Gospel in "The Word of God
This Week" after gou have read the Gospel. Point
out the artwork and ask the children what is
happening in the picture.

The Catechism on Jesus
the Messiah
o "Jesus means in Hebrew: 'God saves.' " At

the Annunciation, the angel Gabriel gave
him his name to express his identity and
mission. (#430)

. Through his Incarnation Jesus united
himseif to all humanity in order to save
all humanity. (#432)

. "The word'Christ'comes from the Greek
translation of the Hebrew Messioh.
which means'anointed.'" (#436)

. In ancient Israel those consecrated to
God for a kingly, priestiy, or prophetic
mission were anointed in God's name.
"Jesus fulfilled the messianic hope of
Israel in his threefold office of priest,
prophet, and king." (#436

. " 'The one who anointed is the Father,
the one who was anointed is the Son,
and he was anointed with the Spirit who
is the anointing.'" (#438)

. ,esus accepted his rightful title of
Messiah, though with some reserve
because it was understood by some
of his contemporaries in too human a
sense, as essentially political." (#439)
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Leaflet Activitg
This week, children will be reminded that amid all
the excitement and fun of Christmas. Jesus is the
greatest gift we receive.

First Reading
Leader: Who can name a big citg? Who can name
a small town? When the prophet Micah lived, his
homeland's biggest citg was Jerusalem, anc one
of its small towns was Bethlehem. Listen carefullg
now to what Micah sags about Bethlehem.
Read Micoh 5:1-i. Then saq, "The word of the
Lord."

Children: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
The psalm mag be either sung or spoken. Before
beginning, sing or announce the response.

Leaden Rouse Uour power, O Lord, and come to
SAVE US.

Children: Rouse Uour power,0 Lord, and come to
SAVE US.

Leader: Reod Psalm B):1-ocdef,2c, L4-15ob.

Gospel Acclamation
Invite the children to stand. Sing the suggested
Acclamation or another familiar one.If gou
choose not to sing the Acclamation, proceed to
the proclamation of the Gospel.

Proclaim the Gospel
Leader: Micah had promised that an important
leader one dag would come from Bethlehem. He
was talking about Jesus. In todag's Gospel, we will
learn about a visit that Jesus' mother made to her
cousin Elizabeth before Jesus was born.

The Lord be with gou.

Children: And with gour Spirit.
Leader: A reading from the Gospel of Luke.
Children: f Glorg to gou, O Lord.

Leader: Read Luke 1:39-45. Then sog,
"The Gospel of the Lord."

Children: Praise to qou, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homilg
First, ask questions to check the children's
understanding of the Gospel.

1. What does the Gospel mean when it sags that
Elizabeth's babg moved within her?

2. Whg does Elizabeth sag that Marg is blessed
more than ang other woman?

\aru went to
corisin

rred the
Jesus (three

lfJesus

words)

Marg

The liturgy of the Word
Gathering
As the children enter the worship area, plag the
entrance hgmn. Show the children the decorated
envelopes, bags, and boxes, and tell them that
these are "pretend gifts" for a game of "pretend

Christmas." Have the children come forward, one
at a time, to choose and open a glft for all to see.
At the end of the game, ask the group which child
has selected the best gift of all. If no child sags so,
point out that life without this or that tog would
be okag, but life without Jesus would be terrible.
Promise to sag more about this during the homilg.

Collect
Leaden Invite the children to bow their heads.
Then prog:

Loving God, in just a few more dags, Christmas
will be here. Even as we enjog giving and receivint
gifts under our Christmas trees, we promise to
remember that gour Son, Jesus, is the greatest
gift of all. Thank gou, loving God, for Jesusl

Children: Amen.

Invite the children to be seoted. Light the candle
ond begin the First Reoding.
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Ask whg we are more blessed than the people
who lived before Jesus was born. Help the
children see that without Jesus there would be no
Christmas holidag to celebrate, no Easter. There
would be no Christian churches doing all the good
things theg do. Be as concrete and as specific
as possible, perhaps naming popular parish
programs that wouldn't exist. Remind the children
that saintlg persons (Mother Teresa, their parish
patron saint, etc.) might not have been saintlg
without Jesus to love and his example to imitate.

Conclude bg observing that Elizabeth's babg
jumped for jog when Marg came to visit. We, too,
should jump for jog that Jesus has entered our
world!

Profession of Faith
Leader: Now jump to gour feet for our profession
of faith! Answer each question wlth,'Jog to the
worldl" On the dag the world was made, what did
God the Father brinS to the world?

Children: Jog to the world!

Leader: On the first Christmas Dag, what did God
the Son bring to the world?

Children: Jog to the worldl
Leader: 0n the first Pentecost, what did God the
Holg Spirit bring to the world?
Children: Jog to the worldl

Prager of the Faithful
Leader: Because we are God's people, sent to bring
jog to the world, let us prag to our loving God for all
the world's needs. To each petition, please respond,
"Bless us, O Lord." Through Pope ____ and all
leaders of the Church, bless us, O Lord.

Children: Bless us, O Lord.

Leader: With world ieaders who are honest and
just, bless us, O Lord.

Children: Bless us, O Lord.

Leader: With holg women like Marg and Elizabeth,

bless us,0 Lord.

Children: Bless us, O Lord.

Leader: With holg men like Micah the prophet,
bless us, O Lord.

Children: Bless us,0 Lord.

Leader: Invite the children to prog their own
petitions. Then prog:

Let us prag. Loving God, as we unwrap our gifts
on Christmas Dag, we ask gou to bless allthe
gift-givers in our lives. Help us remember, too,
that gou have given us the best gift of all in Jesus,
gour Son. This we ask through the same Christ our
Lord.
Children: Amen.

Return to Assemblg
The Liturgg of the Word ends with the Prager of
the Faithful. Prepare the children to return to the
assemblg in a respectful manner. If gou haven't
alreadg done so, distribute the leaflets. Remind
the children to take the leaflets home and share
them with their families. Encourage them to
complete the Familg Corner activities as a familg.
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